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not without reason, originated partly from the mysterious nature
of the subject, (Rev. x. 7?) and partly from its enigmatical and
symbolical structure, (Rev. xiii. 18, xvii. 9.)

u In the Gospel of St. John? says the learned Bossuet, " we
read the Life of CHRIST on earth / a man conversing with
men, humble, poor, meek, suffering: we behold a sacrifice ready
to be offered, and a man appointed unto sorrows and death,
But in the Revelation of SL John, we have THE GOSPEL OF
CHEIST, now raised from the dead. He speaks and acts, as
having conquered the grave, and triumphed over death and
Hades, as entered into the place of Hi* glory ; Angels $&&. prin-
cipalities and powers being made subject unto Him, and exer-
cising the supreme dominion He has received from THE FATHER,
over all beings in heaven and earth, as OUR SAVIOUR, for the
protection of His Churchy and for the sure hapjnness of fL\& faith-
ful servants in the end." The enraptured writer, therefore, un-
folding a scheme of such grandeur and vast dimensions, "things
invisible to mortal sight? must often be necessarily obscure and
profound.

Wise reasons may also be assigned for an intentional am-
liguity in the composition, originating in kindness. It was by
no means fit or prudent to disclose the several woes x&&plagues
to be inflicted on the grand persecuting powers of the Church,
Poperyoxid. Islam ism, and their offspring and image, Infidelity,
so plainly and explicitly, as that lie who runs may read. This
would naturally have provoked the indignation of the ruling
powers every where against the Christians and against the
SACRED ORACLES themselves. They punished the former as su-
perstitious, and enemies to the established worship; but they
would have punished them as rebels, and decried their scriptures
as treasonable libels against the state, forged by fanatical im-

NEW TESTAMENT, (which are commendable for their concisenesss and acutely pointed
to the hearts and consciences of his readeis,) was a most voluminous writer on the
Revelations, in his Gnomon Novi Testamenti and EJdarte Offenbatung (which is a full
and regular comment on the Revelations,) and his Apparatus? and Crisis in Apocalijpsln.
But he is rather fanciful and over-mystical; and his abridger, of coiuse, is sometimes
tinctured with these imperfections Still, to John Wesley we are indebted (more than
to any writer, peihaps, from the days of Joseph ilfetfe, the great lestorer) for the popular
reuval of the sculptural doctrine of the Htlltmium; though carried rather to e\coss by
some of his enthusiastic followers, who wanted liih information. But" the whole scheme
of this piophecy Is so far from being an encouragement to enthusiasm, that it is a wise
preservative against it: for the general doctrine of the whole book is this; that the
patience of the Saints Is their way to victory/' LOWMAN, Pref, p* xlii.
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